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ach year, Sumter EMC sponsors 
an educational, fun-filled trip to 

our nation’s capital for two students 
from high schools in our service terri-
tory. Electric co-ops sponsor the trip to 
help students develop leadership skills, 
get a firsthand look at our government 
at work, and learn the history of rural 
electrification.

The Washington Youth Tour (WYT) 
is Georgia’s oldest leadership program 
for teens. Since 1964, nearly 50,000 
students from rural areas have partici-
pated in the WYT. 

Sumter EMC is proud to spon-
sor outstanding students like Cole 
Reynolds of Leesburg on the WYT. 
Every summer, students from across 
the state attend a weeklong leadership 
experience sponsored by Sumter EMC 
and other electric cooperatives  
in Georgia. 

From June 17-23, Cole joined 
accomplished and ambitious peers in 
Washington, D.C., to understand the 
importance of civic engagement, tour 
national historic sites, and learn valu-
able leadership lessons they can utilize 
in their communities back home. The 
lessons learned by students cannot be 
replicated in the classroom. 

Sumter EMC believes that this care-
fully chaperoned tour of the nation’s 

E

capital, full of our national trea-
sures, provides an opportunity for an 
enriched history lesson and a unique 
experience that includes interactive 
exhibits and firsthand accounts. Cole 
was one of four delegates selected 
to lay a wreath at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier at Arlington National 
Cemetery. Considering his father’s 
military background with the U.S. 
Marines, laying the wreath was a high-
light of Cole’s trip and an experience 
that meant the world to him. 

In Georgia, last year’s contin-
gent included student delegates, 

chaperones, and tour directors who 
attended a kickoff banquet in Atlanta 
for the student delegates and their fami-
lies before departing the next day for 
Washington, D.C., for the remainder  
of the trip.

“The students watch history 
come to life as they walk and talk in 
the same places where people have 
helped shape our country,” says Andrea 
Walker, Vice President of Marketing 
and Administration with Sumter EMC. 
“They also meet delegates from across 
the country with different backgrounds, 

Sumter EMC offers leadership  
lessons with Washington Youth Tour 

Georgia’s 2022 Youth Tour delegation tours Roosevelt’s Little White House in Warm Springs on 
June 17, 2022.
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Continued on page 22C

Happy New Year!
The offices of Sumter EMC will be closed Monday, January 2, 2023.
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Washington Youth Tour through my eyes 
o wrap up my junior year of high 
school last year, I was selected to 

go to Washington, D.C., for the 2022 
Washington Youth Tour with other 
students from all across Georgia. This 
trip was a great experience, from going 
to the Little White House in Warm 
Springs to the wreath-laying ceremony 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at 
Arlington National Cemetery, and even 
meeting with Georgia’s senators. I met 
so many people that I continue to talk 
to daily. These people made the trip 
fun, from karaoke on the bus to talking 
about our hometowns.

One of my favorite stops was going 
to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
in Arlington, Va. I got the chance to 
lay a wreath at the tomb. It was a very 
solemn but life-changing moment and 
taught me not to take the freedoms 
in our country for granted because 
we wouldn’t have them without the 
soldiers who sacrificed their time and 
life to ensure we can have the free-
dom we have today. Before laying the 
wreath, I also saw the guard chang-

ing, which was an awesome moment. 
Every movement had to be sharp and 
on time. Being the theater kid I am, 
walking on the stage at the Arlington 
National Cemetery Memorial Amphi-
theater was incredible. The stage 
was made of marble, with a big chair 
centered downstage.

Another stop on the tour that was 
so cool to see was former President 
George Washington’s house and the 
land where he lived. The land he lived 
on was huge; if no signs had pointed 
out where to go, I would have gotten 
lost. Washington’s father built the 
bottom of the house, and Washington 
decided to finish and expand the house 
with many guest rooms themed in 
different colors. My favorite room was 
the blue and white room, because of 
how the sun shined through the room. 
Incredibly, the house was kept the 

BY COLE REYNOLDS

T

2022 Georgia Youth Tour delegates in front  
of the White House. 

2022 Washington Youth Tour delegates, including Cole Reynolds, show respect during the 
wreath-laying ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery. 

Sumter EMC Youth Tour delegate Cole 
Reynolds at the Lincoln Memorial.

Continued on page 22C
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CALLING ALL CURRENT SOPHOMORES AND JUNIORS!

Earn a FREE weeklong leadership trip to Washington, D.C.

Deadline to apply: January 20, 2023
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H Boost your team-building and leadership skills.

H Visit historic monuments and museums in Washington, D.C.

TO LEARN MORE AND APPLY ONLINE:
sumteremc.com/washington-youth-tour

H      H      H      H      H

same as it was since Washington left.
To future delegates, this was a trip 

of a lifetime that I will never forget. 
From meeting the people on the trip 
to the people in Washington, D.C, 
you will love every person you meet. 
You will also like all the stops you go 
to and be intrigued with every single 
piece of art you visit at the museums. 
I hope you enjoy the trip as much as 
I did!

I want to thank everyone at 
Sumter EMC Youth Tour delegate Cole Reynolds 
at the Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial.

Sumter EMC for helping make this 
happen, and I would like to thank 
my chaperone on the trip, Ro, and 
the group (Ro’s bros). Also, thank 
you to our tour coordinators, Beth 
McMillan and Rachael Young, and 
WYT Director Kaleb Frady. And a 
huge thank you to my U.S. history 
teacher Melanie Dale for nominat-
ing me to go on this trip. The trip 
was so much fun, and I will forever 
cherish the memories I made.

Through my eyes, Continued from page 22B

life experiences, and walks of life to give 
them a broader perspective and deeper 
appreciation of the world at large.”

With a firm commitment to enrich-
ing the future, the purpose of the Youth 
Tour is to help EMCs develop our state’s 
most precious resource—our youth.

While in Washington, D.C., stops 
included Mount Vernon, Arlington 
National Cemetery, the U.S. Capitol, 
Washington National Cathedral, and 
the Smithsonian Institution. Students 
also toured the revered Jefferson, 

Lincoln, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Martin 
Luther King Jr., World War II, Vietnam 
War, and Korean War memorials.

In addition to taking in the sights 
of the nation’s capital, students gained 
perspective on some of today’s criti-
cal issues and their role as involved 
citizens. Everyone had the opportunity 
to engage with staff and members of 
Georgia’s congressional delegation, as 
well as a visit with U.S. Sens. Raphael 
Warnock and John Ossoff.

More than 50,000 students from 

rural areas 
and small 
towns across 
America 
have par-
ticipated in this 
program. Some Youth Tour alumni 
have gone on to design airplanes, lead 
companies, and serve in the highest 
ranks of government, including the 
U.S. Senate; and many more are serv-
ing in some roles in state and local 
government. 

Washington Youth Tour, Continued from page 22A 
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umter Electric Membership Corp. is the recipient of federal 
financial assistance from the Rural Utilities Service, an 

agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), and is 
subject to the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, as amended, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
as amended, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, 
and the rules and regulations of the USDA that prohibit from 
discrimination based on race, color, national origin, religion, 
sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual 
orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, 
income derived from a public assistance program, political 
beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all 
bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing 
deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large 
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact 
the responsible agency or the USDA TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact the USDA through the 

Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 
information may be made available in languages other than 
English. 

The person responsible for coordinating this organization’s 
nondiscrimination compliance efforts is Andrea Walker, Vice 
President of Marketing and Administration at Sumter EMC. To 
file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found 
online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html 
and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA 
and provide in the letter all the information requested in the 
form. Complaints must be filed within 180 days of the date 
you knew or should have known of the alleged discrimination. 
To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. 
Submit your completed form or letter to the USDA by: (1) mail: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.

intake@usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 
employer, and lender.

Statement of nondiscrimination
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2023 Walter Harrison

Scholarship

Deadline to apply is January 13, 2023.W
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YOUR NEW YEAR’S
RESOLUTION!




