19 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SW e Atlanta, Georgia 30334-4201

Commissioner

Dear GATE Cardholder:

The 2018 Georgia General Assembly made several changes to the Georgia Agricultural Tax Exemption
program (GATE). This notification and the enclosed chart is Intended to highlight some of those changes
and provide you with informative resources moving forward.

The income requirement for qualification in the GATE program has been increased from $2,500 to $5,000
in annual production income. This income can be derived from multiple eligible program crops to reach
the $5,000 income threshold. GATE cards will be issued for a three-year period with initlal
implementation occurting over a multi-year, phased-in approach. The process will be determined
alphabetically and prorated accordingly. This staggered approach is designed to balance the annual
registration workload for our agency, allowing more enhanced customer service to our farmers. More
information can be faund on the enclosed chart.

Applications will now require a state taxpayer identification number that is recognized by the Georgla
Department of Revenue (DOR) to help verify that farm income requirements are met. Acceptable state
taxpayer identification numbers include; the applicant’s Gegrgia Sales and Use Tax Number, a Georgia
Individual Income Tax Number (social security number), or a Georgia Corporate Income Tax Number
(Federal Employee ldentification Number). if you do not know which of these options best applies, you
ate encouraged to register with the Georgia Tax Center {https://gtc.dor.ga.gov) prior to applying for your
2019 card. )

The 2019 GATE renewal process will begin November 1, 2018 and will be online only
(https://forms.agr.georgia.gov/GATE/). Mailed paper applications will no longer be accepted. Your local
Cooperative Extension Service and county Farm Bureau offices have offered to help farmers who may
need assistance making online applications. Our Customer Service Center (855-FARMTAX) will also be
available to assist.

The Georgia Department of Agriculture Is dedicated to keeping you informed of the upcoming program
changes to provide for'a smooth renewal process this fall, Please feel free to reach out to our office with
any questions you may have, On behalf of our team, thank you for your continued contributions to
Georgia agriculiure]

Sincerely,

Gary W, Black, Commissioner
Georgla Department of Agriculture

For assistance, call the Customer Service Center at 1-855-327-6829,

You can also send an email to farmtax@agr.georgis.gov

seorgia Department of Agriculture
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Cld Regulations (HB 983)

Documentation and verify an annual income of $2,500:

Income $2,500 per NAICS code
Qualification
L ¢ Limited to timber, orchard craps, pecans, \
Acg;?i?:nuﬁﬁ?ai blueberries, blackberries, olives, and ‘
Production horticulture !
Tax The following tax forms must be filed

* IRS Schedule F |, |Rg Form 4835

* IRS Schedule E , |pg Form 4797
+ IRS Form 1065
|

« IRS Form 1120, 1120(s)

State Taxpayer

Identification

Number

Application Previous abplications were accepted by
Process mail and online.

Card Effective Previous exemptions were good for one

Dates year only and cost $20 to apply enline or
$25 by mail.
Card Misuse Previous regulations stated only that the

agriculture commissioner may revoke
the card for abuse or misuse.

and Violations

A GEORGIA DEPARTMENT Gary W. Black,
OF AGRICULTURE Commissioner
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Physical Cards

GEORGIA AGRICULTURAL
=z TAX EXEMPTION PROGRAM

New Changes (HB 886) _

Waitet-Sized p tac"cards wnl be |ssued to :

cardholders and listed additional users. Cards
will be malled annually to all active accounts m -

order to si the current year of eliglbliit

Retailer
Requirements

during the current year by checking the card’s

design and expiration date upon first use. Seller
is then authorized to honor the card unless they
recenve i’IOE[CQ of suspensnon or revocatlon

Selfer is prohlblted from prowding exemptlon tf
. producer cannot__p_rovrde valid GATE card.

2019 CHANGES

- CONTINUED

Old Regulations (HB 983)

Paper cards were printed or reproduced
from the GATE website.

Retaners must venfy that the GATE card is valid :

Department of Revenue regulations
previously held that any person making
a sale or lease of agricultural production
inputs, ag machinery/equipment, or
energy must collect sales and tax unless
the purchaser or lessee provides a
GATE certificate.

2019 WALLET CARD AND KEY FOB (ACTUAL SIZE)

FRONT: WALLET CARD

GEORGIA AGRICULTURAL TAX EXEMPTION

FRONT: 2 KEY FOBS

OF AGRICULTURE

REAR: WALLET CARD

\

GATE

GEOQRGIA DEPARTHENT OF AGRICULYURE

Gary W, Black, Commissioner
Georgia Department of Agricuiture

JOHN DOE FARMS
EXPIRES: 08/08/2022

GATE XXXXX

John Doe ADDITIONAL USERS:
465 Farm Road  Frank Doe
Cisco, GA 30708 Franny Doe

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT  Gary W, Black,

Commissioner

REAR: 2 KEY FOBS

JOHN DOE FARMS USERS
465 Farm Road John Doe
Cisco, GA 30708 Frank Doe

GATE XXXXX Franny Don
Expires: (8/08/2022

iy
JOHN DOE FARMS USERS
465 Farm Road  John Doe
Cisco, GA 30708 Frank Doe
GATE XXXXX Franny Doe
Expires: 08/08/2022
v




